d BEN h

Between 1766 and 1770, Ben was advertised as a
runaway no less than four times. From faking
his own death to stealing a horse after escaping
from jail, Ben's desire to leave his owner cannot
be arqued. His reasons for doing so, however,
are merely  suggested through  the
advertiserments.
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New York Gazeree September 4, 1766

RUN AW AY on Saturday the 2™ of August
last, from MNathaniel Richards at Newark, a Negro
man named BEN, about § feet 8 or 9 inches high,
aped 28, slim made, thin visage, yellow
Complexion, and can speak good Durch. He
formerly belonged to Thomas Budde, at Morris-
town in New Jersey, who several months ago sold
him to the Widow Mrs. Elizabeth Finn at
Prakenas in the County of Bergen, from whom he
run away soon after, and being advertised, was
taken and brought home to his Mistress, by whom
he was sold soon after to the Subscriber. When he
went away he pretended that he was going to swim,
and as he never returned, and next day his Clothes
were found near the Shore, he was supposed to be
drown’d, till his Character was known, which
gives Reason to suppose he took Method to deceive
his Master and prevent a Search. It is not known
whether he had any clothes with him or not.
Whoever returns him to his Master or secures him
in any gaol, shall receive Eighr Dollars Reward and
all reasonable charges. ~ NATHANIEL RICHARLS.
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